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I do not think he -will remain long in office; he indeed
fairly told me he only wished for a proper opportunity
to quit it. He is ashamed of the peace and of the in-
solent advantage that Bonaparte is now taking of our
Government's weakness. He has a mean opinion of
Addington, as everybody must. He seems to think
that the Catholic question might be got over by the
moderation and prudence of the Catholics themselves,
who would consent to waive it, or by the acquiescence
of the King, if he were made to feel that the state
of Ireland absolutely required it. However, these spe-
culations are little to be relied on.5

'Friday: FeBmary 19, 1802.

c You will be entertained to hear that the King spoke
to Lord Hobart yesterday after I had left St. James's
of my having entirely lost fmy shyness and being
altered in that respect. I rather understood that he
spoke of this change as an improvement; I confess I
am sensible of what I feel to be a great improvement
in my own comfort. The doing the honours at Vienna
the first year and the encouraging reception. I met
with there made this change upon me, and I suppose
I shall soon pass for an impudent fellow.'

'February 20, 1802.

c I saw Mrs. Siddons yesterday in the " Grecian
Daughter;" but it is not a very favourable part, and
having lost her beauty in a great degree, her exertions
of action, and especially of countenance, degenerate a
little towards caricature. However, she is the only